This paper deals with the 18 species of Litsea Lam. endemic to India with special emphasis to the rare elements. Correct nomenclature, brief morphological description, flowering and fruiting period, subject to availability, ecology, distribution and uses, if any, have been provided for each species. The status of the relevant species included in the latest version of IUCN Red List of Threatened Species has also been provided.
Introduction
Lauraceae comprises 52 genera with 2850 species occurring in the warm temperate regions of south-east Asia and Brazil (Mabberley, 1997 (Mabberley, , 2008 . Litsea Lam. belonging to the family Lauraceae consists of more than 300 species in the world (Mabberley, 2008) . In India there are 45 species and Litsea species grow in the evergreen or semi-evergreen forests at elevation from 200-3650 m. In the present paper an attempt has been undertaken to assess the number of endemic species of Litsea in India.
Materials and methods
Field surveys were conducted during 2004 to 2007. Parts of Western Ghats, like the Nilgiri Hills, Trivandrum Hills, Mahabaleshwar Hills and those of Eastern Himalaya like the hills of Darjeeling, Khasi and Jayantia Hills, Garo Hills, hills of Sikkim and foothills of Arunachal Pradesh were explored for Lauraceous flora. This was supplemented with exhaustive literature survey and study of herbarium specimens preserved at Central National Herbarium, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah in West Bengal (CAL), at the herbaria of the different Regional Centres of Botanical Survey of India, namely, Coimbatore in Tamil 
Results and Discussion
The species of Litsea Lam. are well distributed in the Indian subcontinent. Out of the 45 species found in the country, 8 show distributions up to China, 12 are found in Nepal, 11 in Bhutan, 6 species show extended distribution to Bangladesh as well as to Myanmar, 4 are found to grow in Sri Lanka and 2 of these species are reported from Pakistan. There are 18 endemic species of Litsea in India and they are distributed in different states (Table 1) . Accounts of endemic species of Litsea are given below:
1. Litsea assamica (Meisn.) Hook. f., Fl. Brit. India 5: 161 (1886 Gamble in Bull. Misc. Inform. Kew 1925 : 131 (1925 .
Litsea bourdillonii
Medium to large trees, 15-20 m tall, evergreen; leaves alternate, 14-25 x 6-11 cm, elliptic-ovate to oblong-ovate; inflorescences umbels, arranged in sessile clusters, 4-flowered; fruits berries, 8-10 mm long, ellipsoid, seated on cup-like perianth tube, cup 4-4.5 mm in diameter. Uses: Wood is used by the local people for making match boxes, splints and as fuel. Fl. Madras : 1238 (1925 . Cylicodaphne floribunda Blume, Mus. Bot. 1: 387 (1852).
Litsea floribunda
Medium to large trees, 12-20 m tall, evergreen; leaves alternate, 12-20 x 4-7.5 cm, elliptic-ovate to oblong-ovate; inflorescences umbels, arranged in racemes, 5-6 flowered; fruits berries, 15-17 mm long, ellipsoid, seated on cup-like perianth tube, cup 7-8 mm in diameter.
Fl.: July -Feb.; Fr.: Sept. -Mar. Ecology: Common in evergreen and semi-evergreen forests of Western Ghats at elevations from 800-1000 m.
Distribution: Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Small trees, 3-5 m tall, evergreen; leaves whorled at apex, alternate below, 9-23.5 x 4-8.5 cm, obovate to oblanceolate; inflorescences umbels, solitary, 6-flowered; fruits berries, 7-9 mm in diameter, globose, seated on plate-like perianth tube, plate 3-4 mm in diameter.
Fl Bull. 1925 Bull. : 130 (1925 .
Litsea mysorensis Gamble in Kew
Small trees, 5-7 m tall, evergreen; leaves alternate, 8-9.5 x 1.4-2.1 cm, linearlanceolate; inflorescences umbels, arranged in sessile clusters, 4-flowered; fruits not known.
Fl.: Oct. -Feb.; Fr.: Not known. Ecology: Rare in evergreen and mixed forests of Western Ghats at elevations from 900-1200 m.
Distribution: Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. Specimens examined: Kerala, Kannur, Chandanathode, 840 m, V. S. Ramachandran 66944, 127185, 127186 (MH) . Gamble, Fl. Madras : 1236 (1925 .
Litsea nigrescens
Moderate sized trees, 10-15 m tall, evergreen; leaves alternate, 11-16 x 4-6 cm, elliptic, black when dry; inflorescences umbels, arranged in racemes; fruits not known. Gamble in Kew Bull. 1925 : 132 (1925 .
Litsea travancorica
Medium sized trees, 7-10 m tall, evergreen; leaves opposite, 14-20 x 5.5-7.5 cm, elliptic-oblong to ovate-oblong; inflorescences umbels, arranged in sessile clusters; fruits berries, 6-10 mm long, ellipsoid, seated on cup-like perianth tube, cup 9-12 mm in diameter.
The endemic species of Litsea are confined to 10 states of India. The highest number of endemic species (14) is recorded from Kerala followed by Tamil Nadu (12). The states of Karnataka, Maharashtra and Arunachal Pradesh have 7, 5 and 3 endemic species, respectively. Each of the five states, namely, Assam, Sikkim, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Goa have single endemic species (Table 1) .
